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p.m.; Sat., June 18, 8-9:30 p.m., $10, https://
www.facebook.com/ComedyChop/. The Purple 
Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., San Francisco.

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com-
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco.

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-
861-3663, brainwash.com.

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com.

Comedy Returns to El Rio!: Stand-up every third 
Thursday of the month with Lisa Geduldig and 
guests. Third Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$7-$20, koshercomedy.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-282-3325, elriosf.com.

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O’Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com.

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com.

The Do-Over Comedy Tour: Adam Sandler, David 
Spade, Nick Swardson and Rob Schneider will be 
doing stand-up to promote their Netflix movie, 
The Do-Over. Thu., May 19, 8-11 p.m., $69.50-
$149.50. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, 
San Francisco, 510-548-3010, apeconcerts.com.

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and this 
weekly open mic means that you, too, can share 
the same stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-649-6191, docslabsf.com.

Don’t Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch com-
edy program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $15, dwtslive.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com.

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley’s: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley’s Irish 
House, 243 O’Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954-
0777, johnnyfoleys.com.

Hand to Mouth: Thematic laffz bring the glorious 
light of comedy into the Cinecave every month. 
Third Friday of every month, 8:30 p.m., $10, 
handtomouthcomedy.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com.

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey’s, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com.

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy pre-
sented by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednes-
days, 7 p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. 
Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com.

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com.

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 5 
p.m.-midnight, free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-555-1337, oddjobsf.com.

Justin Harrison: Tue., May 24, 8 p.m., $15. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com.

Kamau Right Now!: Bay Area comedian W. Kamau 
Bell is teaming up with KALW to create KAMAU 
RIGHT NOW!, a live talk-show broadcast and 
social media event. Kamau and his guests 
aim to transform the current political and 
cultural conversation into “a three-ring circus 
of relevance” as they try to figure out what 
is going on rigt now. Thu., May 19, 6:45-8:15 

p.m.; Thu., June 16, 6:45-8:15 p.m., $20-$40, 
kalw.org/post/kamau-right-now-tickets-all-
details#stream/0. Starline Social Club, 645 W 
Grand Avenue, Oakland.

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com.

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.
com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-
392-9290, melt-cafe.com.

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive.
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweekend-
video.com.

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the-
basementsf.com.

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com.

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night-
lifeonmars.com. Murphy’s Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 415-693-9588.

Nothing’s Wrong: San Francisco comedians Ben 
Kolina, Ron Chapman, and Cameron Vannini bring 
you a monthly show that blends the worlds of 
sketch and stand up. Each month the show will 
feature some of the best stand-up comedians 
in the Bay Area, these comedians will also 
collaborate with the producers and resident 
filmmaker Salvatore Fullmore on filmed sketches 
that will debut during the show. Sun., May 22, 
7-9:15 p.m., $5-$7, https://www.facebook.com/
events/949866128454057/. Second Act Mar-
ketplace & Events, 1727 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-668-3994, secondactsf.com.

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com.

Pablo Francisco: Thu., May 19, 8 p.m.; Fri., May 20, 8 
& 10:15 p.m.; Sat., May 21, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., 
May 22, 7:30 p.m., $25. Cobb’s Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com.

Pablo Francisco: Thu., May 19, 8-9:30 p.m.; Fri., 
May 20, 8-9:30 & 10:15-11:45 p.m.; Sat., May 21, 
7:30-9:30 & 9:45-11:15 p.m.; Sun., May 22, 7:30-9 
p.m., $25. Cobb’s Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com.

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm.

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells.
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com.

Really Funny Comedians (Who Happe to be 
Women): Wed., May 25, 8 p.m., $16.50. Cobb’s 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com.

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com.

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi-
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel-
tontheater.org.

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians from 
around the country as well as local rising stars. 
Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., $5. The Basement, 222 
Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebase-
mentsf.com.

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 

Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com.

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end-
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org.

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com.

Speechless: Unprepared PowerPoint presentations 
by techie jesters. Third Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $12-$20, speechlesslive.com. Public 
Works, 161 Erie, San Francisco, 415-932-0955, 
publicsf.com.

Stephen Furey & Friends: Wed., May 25, 8 p.m., 
$15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com.

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines fol-
lowed by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProduc-
tions. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com.

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up 
and coming Bay Area comedians. Taking place 
at infamous Oakland dive bar, The Stork Club, 
the show also features hilarious interviews with 
each performer. Need other reasons to come 
out? How do free pizza and cheap booze sound? 
Live music often follows the comedy show at 
9:30 pm. All comedy audience members receive 
a discounted cover charge to see the bands. 
Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@
gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite.
com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-
444-6174, storkcluboakland.com.

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco’s hardest work-
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna-
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you’ve seen on 
TV, and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816-
3691, pianofight.com.

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumblr.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-
0012, amnesiathebar.com.

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com.

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-
742-7222, thebasementsf.com.

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames-
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org.

FREE EVENTS
“1999”: w/ DJ Mark Andrus. Thursdays, 9 p.m., 

Free, facebook.com/1999sf. Raven, 1151 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-431-1151, ravenbarsf.com.

‘90s Simpsons Trivia Night: Test your knowledge 
of the Golden Age of Springfield. Fourth Sunday 
of every month, 6-9 p.m., free, https://www.
facebook.com/SimpsonsTriviaSF. The Knockout, 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com.

Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam: Sundays, 4 p.m., 
free. The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco, www.theluckyhorseshoebar.com.

Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia: Saturdays, 
Sundays, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, 
www.jazzbistrosf.com.

Bingotopia: Show your B-I-N-G-O face. Thursdays, 7 
p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf.com/bingotopia.
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DON’T CALL IT VERSE-
EYE
Island City, as Alameda is more af-
fectionately known, actually lays 
claim to three islands in its present 
incarnation. The primary isle was 
formed in 1902 when a man-made 
channel separated it from the main-
land after 30 long years of labor. 
(Bay Farm, Alameda’s present-day 
peninsula, and erstwhile fourth is-
land, was joined by filling in Jack 
London’s beloved oyster beds.) And 
Alameda locals, like all Bay Area na-

tives, may be noted by distinct pronunciations — take heed, when saying Ver-
sailles Ave. — but as the birthplace of Popsicles and terminus of the 
Transcontinental Railroad, Alameda has some very unique secrets to share. These 
will be explored during Island�City�Waterways’ half-mile tour, which will wind 
along the historic Waterfront Trail, from Fruitvale Bridge, where peregrine falcons 
nest in the south tower, to Park Street Bridge where the mouthwatering fragrance 
of Vietnamese barbecue wafts over the tidal canal. Along the way, you’ll be treated 
to live music, visual art, dance, and theater by Ed Homes of the San Francisco 
Mime Troupe and environmental artist Ginny Parsons — artists who have been 
inspired by the city’s multifaceted maritime history.

Island City Waterways’ tours leave at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 2:30 p.m. 
through May 22 from Fruitvale Bridge at Blanding Ave., Alameda. Free with 
RSVP; 510-865-5060 or islandcitywaterways.org. Silke Tudor

Music

Fly�by�Balkan�Carpet, a 
performance that answers the age-old 
question, “What is the sound of six 
hands playing one guitar?” presents 
Serbian swing by the fabulous Trio 
Balkan Strings at 3 p.m. at Fort Mason 
Center Chapel, 1100 Bay St., S.F. $20-
$25; 415-345-7575 or fortmason.org. 
And at 8 p.m. at Red Poppy Art House, 
2698 Folsom St., S.F. $20-$25; 650-
731-5383 or redpoppyarthouse.org.

Theater

Present�Laughter, part two of 
Theatre Rhino’s Noël Coward 
Celebration, is a semi-autobiographical 
comedy that follows a self-obsessed 
actor through a midlife crisis at 3 and 8 
p.m., through June 18 at Eureka 
Theatre, 215 Jackson St., S.F. $15-$25; 
415-552-4100 or therhino.org.

Large�Puppet�Play

Popol�Vuh:�Heart�of�Heaven, a Mayan creation myth, is brought to life 
through music, dance, and street puppets by Luis Valdez’ internationally 
renowned Chicano theater company El Teatro Campesino at 2 p.m. at César 
Chávez Elementary schoolyard, Folsom between 22nd and 23rd streets, S.F. Free; 
415-641-7657 or brava.org.

Art

I�Look�for�Clues�in�Your�Dreams, a group exhibition that examines the spirit 
of the American West through installation, sculpture, painting, and assemblage, 
opens with a live performance by 15 California College of the Arts students at 6 
p.m. and continues through July 17 at Berkeley Art Center, 1275 Walnut St., 
Berkeley. Free; 510-542-0047 or berkeleyartcenter.org.
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